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British Government's errors of policy and vacillation
and of Li Hung-chang's masterly diplomacy, the
negotiations arising out of the murder of a British
consular officer in Central China ended in providing
the Chinese with an opportunity of undermining
many of the trading rights conferred on foreigners
under the Treaty of Tientsin and of securing a sub-
stantial increase of Customs revenue. The opposition
and criticism of British merchants prevented the
ratification of the Chefoo Convention for nine years ;
but China lost nothing by waiting, for the subsequent
activities of the Marquis Tseng in London and of
Sir Robert Hart in Peking, all concentrated on the
vital question of increased revenues, resulted in the
" Additional Article " signed by Lord Salisbury in
July, 1885, which established a Chinese imperium in
imperio for revenue-collecting purposes in the British
Colony of Hongkong, and brought Peking consider-
ably nearer to its ultimate object, a monopoly in the
native opium trade.

Upon the conclusion of the Chefoo Convention,
Li Hung-chang recorded the results of his negotia-
tions and the settlement of the Margary case in a
Memorial to the Throne (October 5th, 1876). Having
secured a signal triumph over the British represen-
tative and vindicated the principle of the personal
inviolability of the mandarin, he could afford to be
magnanimous in the matter of reassurances for the
future. At the same time, he seized the opportunity
to utter a strong word of warning to his countrymen.
The manner in which Li laid stress in this Memorial
on the necessity for stricter observance of the Treaties,
coincided so closely with the views which he had pro-
claimed in 1867 that we are justified in regarding